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INTRODUCT ION:

In March, 1959 1 was asked by Wintonbury Historical
Society Vice Fresident, Ed Stanley, to assist in an
archagnlcenical ®tudvy. This study wWwas o be condusted at the
spcigTies’' Tuture home, the Captain Oliver Filley Houss.

shortly there—after I met with Ed Stanley and Judy
Sitkin at the slte. We toured both the exterior and interior
of the housa. I Tound the site very interesting and offered
my BE-vices. Also, I made i1t very clear that I was an
abdvocational archaeologists and fthere would be noe charge Tor
my sarvice. Further. 1T assistance was nesded beyond my
knowledgs or capabilities, 1 would seek or recommend the
assistance of experts through the Office of the Stata
Archasplogist.

Bhortly before the archasclogical study of the site
commehced,;, Ed Etanley gave m2 several reports and studies to
update me on the =ite's history and recent activities. One of
the reports was the 1995 archaeclogical survey performed by
Archaeological Research Specialists (BRS). This report ailded
mg in what I might expect fto Tind on the site and provided me
an insight of where to dig in the future without Tepeating
their work. Thus, the spring/summer 1999 study would be a
continuation of where ARS left off.

My basic approach %o this site's study was to divide the
Site into areas or zones and dig what I feel is a2 good

representative amount of test pits. This test pit probing for

._ﬁ-
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INITIAL OBSERVATIONS:

Our ares of study for the 1799 smason would entail the
area arownd the house where the graes s mowsd regularly.
Drawimg 1 and £ show this srea. In Tront of the housse 1t
ctratches over 52 fest in a soubtnerly direction from the
southeast corner of the howuss. On The westside of the2 house
it is merely a 10 Toot strip abutting the Toundation:
Firelly, on th# northern rear of the house it stretchss out
over 30 feet.

ODme ef my initial cbhservations was the house's
prientation. If one holcs a compass inline with the houses!
west wall, 1t points directly at magrnetic noersh. Has this
intentional or coincidentald

Viewing the total landscape, both the study ares and
the surrounding fields, 1t is evident that the spil in the
Etudy &rea has been regraded. We know from the “Feasibility
Study" of May 19395 on page 5, the Town of Bloomfield graded
the northside to direct drainage around to the westside
IFhoto Ej. Obwicusly, this eicavation episode has effected
the artifactual integrity of this portion of the site.

Another observation was 8 wet spot in the unmow=sd grass
in the front yard. It is located directiyv inline with the
east wall of the house, see Drawing 1.

The epastside of the minor wing looks to be the most
intriguing. The large circumferential stome arch portico and
the undug basement could indicate that this portion of the

-
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minoer wing was priginally used Tor something cther than
living guarters. If this is the case, the undug basement

floor could hold secrets to what eervice thie area of the

nome may hav sRrved.

In the northwest corner of the house i1s & bricked in
door commESSeing te the remainsg 6f & bathroom i1nsSide the
RDUEE. The former use of this entry way should be a goal of
aur archasological studw.

The abowvs are what I Tound to be of interest. I am surme

as time go=s on, oThers will coms along wilith naw

PErsSpectlves and Dbhservatlons.

s vt PAGE &
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FHABE 13

Diggimng commenced im April and continued until August
Tor all 3 phases. In order to compare the solle of owr studwy
area with the relatively undisiturbsed ares outside, & control
plt (Photo &) wes dug in the Tield northwest of the house
iDrawing 21. This centrel pit reveals 5 inche:s of topsoil
pafore a nard packed subecil takes over.

Fhase I study area i1s illustrated in Drawing 1. Dus o
the Town of Bloomfi=sld's plans to install the septic system
i front of the house in June, we Telt pressed Tor tim= to
complete PHASE 1 of our study. But by September this project
fnadn't begun.

e began our Tivst dipging 2 Tew days atter the bown
Eame 1n with 2 backhoe to test for a2 pessible location of
the septic system, They oid some mild surfTace scraping in an
area on the sputhweet corner sdge of the mowed area and
uncoversed some very large brownstones. bWhan we arrived Tor
our Saturday morning digging, we sxpanded this area and
the wall shown in Drawing 1 and Phote 5 was revealed. The
larger stones lie westerly and get smaller in a esasterly
direction. Our first thoughts were that this maybe foundation
remains of an sarlier structure. Areas at the walle extremes
WETE wire probed in all directions, but didn't reveal anymore
large stones. Thersfore, what we uncovered appears to be some
kind of a retaining wall. Whether it served a functional

value other than decorative couldn't be determined.

PAGE 5
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The #cil removed in the wall ares wasn't screensd bBuk
wWwe recovered seversl artifacts, such 25 «window glass and
bettle shards, that related o recant ftimes.

A Eotal of 53 test pits were dug 1w thin phaus,
refarence Drawing 1. Test pits were typicelly 1 footb in
diamster and 1 Toot deep. IT I had fto doe €his opheass over
again I would hawve limitsd this area fto halfT as many tast
pits., but I F=ared the installsastion of the septic system
would disvupt the integriity of the site. Theretore, 1
decided to dig more Than normal as added precaution fthat we
wouldn't miss anvihing.

Surgrisingly for a house and property that has bean
lived on neariy continuously since at l=sasit B34, its soil
cottalns Tew artivacts. Additionlly, PHASE I test pits
vielded Tew artifacts dating sarlier than this century. For
erRampleE; & TECOovered penny and a dime had dates of 1747,
Dfther finds were a Maxwell Houss coffes can and tyvpical
elth century pottery and glaes shards. There were but a few
artitacts tvpical of 1Bth anmd 19th century such as one
cEramic pipestem, and & Tew redwarse and creamware sharde. In
fact Photo & shows 2 sock that was uncovered. Textiles
normally decompose rapidly in our acidic soil and I would
guess not last longer than 10 or 20 yvears.

This report has only data cellection sheets for test
pits 446 through 57 of PHASE I (see Appendix A). Test pits 1

through 45's artifacts are in the possession of Ed Stanley

AABE &
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and as of this writing have not been catalogsd.

All of the test pits showed a typical stratigraphy of 3
imnches of topspil and then hard pecked gravelly substil to
our Tinsl depth of twelwve 1nches. Compared to the control
pit, the top - so1l 18 2 inches less. This 18 0o BUrprlize
because we kmnow of the regrading that went on in the rear of
th2 howus= and this may hneve a2l ocourred n the front. 1
think a soil expert might be consulted to get his théughts on
how long it takes for organic decomposition to bulld the
topsoil laver on land typical of our study arsa.

Test pit 1 WeE dug despeEr (EB ainches) than any of the
cther test pits. That is becauss we ran into two separate
stratitied layvers of coal and clinkers. For some rE8ason not
evidenty this area was dug deeply in the past and refilled.

Test pits 14 and 45 revealed two sections of casti iron
pipe that lines up with the wet area alluded %o earlier and
referenced in Drawing 1. This leads me to beliswve that the
wet arsa maybe the remains of a septic tank or cesspool.
Further, ftest pit 4% had 1B inches of topaoil before subsocil
Wag spcolntered. This might be dus to the installation or
maintenance of the enil pipe.

The two most interesting features, of Fhase I are the
brownstone wall and the poessible evidence of a defunct septic
Eystem. For the time being, these are features that need

moting in case of some further study or find can relate to

them.

“PacGE 7
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Mo s=imngle artifact revealed avwthing useful. Most
relate ©to recent timss puech ae the coins and the sack. Other

artifacts not mentioned above but relate to recent times are:

[ 155 — m

k1

]

Dur Lady of LaSalette Medal, Mr. Potato Head
shutter dogs that fell from the Rouses's windows.

The Tront vard may have had geveral episodez of
landscaping and in th& process the =211 and itse contents
removad or ralocated. I belisve property and a house of this
age should viseld more artifTacts.

Further. the pottery shards that were fournd ars
extremely small, indicating that they have bean disposed and
redisposed and trotted upon since they were originally

glscarded.

PAEE B
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PHASE 11

This phase covered the area shown in Drawing 2 and PHOTO
7. It consisted of 17 evenly spaced test pits. We retrisved
artifects similar to wWhat was Yound in PHASE I and Iisted in
Phase I1I {(fAppendix B). There were reapressntative amounts of
coal and clinkers, pottery and glase shards, and food remaine
tnamely bovne of butchared meat). Again, the shards were
small, indicating redspositing and frotting upon as alluded
to earlier. OFf course this should be nt surprise because of
the2 grading thne town recently did nere and mentioned in the
Initial Observatlons section.

Th= test pits stratigraphy was the same as in the front
vardy three inches of topsocill before the hard gravel subsoil
15 gncounteraed. Test pits werse dug to a depth of 12 inches in
most casses sxHcept Tor opne instance where2 a2 posthole digger
was used to go down 34 inches in test pit 15, Beyond the 1B
inch depth in test pit 15 no artifacts were found.

Several small shards of pressed hollow ware glass of the
same pattern wWere Tound in several test pits. They appear to
be of the same original pilece and is Turther evidence of
artifact scatter.

The most interesting point broughtout im PHASE II of our
study is the Tlatstones Tound in test pits B and 1E. Thevy
vary well maybe the floor of the long shed that extended off

the rear of the house as seen in the 191323 archive

-PABE B
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phoamnograph, FHOTO 15. These two test pits weren't backfilled

imn cas= there is & desire fto resume this LAVvEsSTIgationm.

Becaus® we kmow that the town in recent yvears has
regradao Tihls args and 1Ts Top s0ll ThickReseE 18 The SameE as

1. 1t seams to me. that the front was also gradeg around

= PABE 10
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PHABE 1111t

This phase consists of only & test pits as seen in
Drawing B. Escept for test pit 1 nothing extraosrdinary was
recovered.

Tent pit 1 is an area that Archasological Research
Epecialiste (ARS) recommended in their final report to
further pursue. kWhat started as a2 normal size test pit grew
in size because of the large artifacts that this test pit
exposed adjacent to it. Photo ¥ shows many of the items
retrieved. I would speculate that the broken commode ssan
here came from the bathroom that snce ewisted off the
kitchen, as shown in the "Feasibility Report" of May 1995 on
page 5. Therefore, this would indicate these items were
probably dumped here quite recently. Further, the soil in
this area was lese and the sasiest drLgging on the site this
SEas0om.

AlBo in the same context were several complete bottles.
It puzzles me why someone threw since they certainly worthy
collector items. Two of the most noteworthy bottles ars seen
in Photos 11, 13, and 14, They have emboss=d on them;
"Warranted Flask®™ and "Bawyer Crystal Blueing" respectively.
Referring to “American Bottles and Flasks and Their Ancestry"
by MckKearin and Wilson {(see bibliography), the “"HWarranted
Flask" bottle appears to date back to the middle 1%th
century. The Bawyer bottle is alsp interesting and may date

back to the turn of the century. Laundry Blueing was the

PABE 11
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standard until bleach became available. Additionally, even it
the Tlask was late 19th century, 1% was found in the same .
camtexnt 2= the later artifacts dumped with 1%¢. It follows the
aniom that = ftest pit o & stratagrephic lays” 18 "oé older
than its latest dated artifact. Therefors, thess bottles
gppeEar fto sarve no smsaningTuel puroocse in our archasoclogical
study. Eince these 1tems ware dumped hare guite recentlv.
maybe someone in the Historical Socisfty might want to
investigate th2 who and why of this episcde.

Other items of interest Tound in this area ars shown L
Fhoto 12. On top agpears to be a2 chisel and bealow 1t a2 mortay
repointing toocl. They both are appropriate tools Tor
repairing and maintaining this stone home.

Alec in Fhoto 12 1s a copper downspout hanger of unigue
shape. This hangar mates with reamains of downspout sections
we recovered in this area. I assums they were once attached
o Ehis house.

The moet interesting festure that came out of Phase I11
can be seen 1n Phote B and 1fs cleossup in Photo 10, A hole
dug at the stoop of the northwest bricked in door reveals a
flatstone like those in PHASE II's test pit B and 12. IT one
takes a close look &t Photo 15 reference B, taken in 1913,
they can just makeout a2 structure in the northwest corner of
the house. It appears that the now bricked in doorway led
from the kitchen to the long structure shown in the phete via

a connecting structure built atop the foundation that now

#* -
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remkins in the northwest corbher; see Dirawing B; note L. Thus;
my EcpnJecture is that the bricked uWp dooprway Trom the kitchen
led to fTood provisions stored in the long shed and/or living
guarters for domestlc help.

A quote referred to in the February 2B, 1995 ARE report
on page 5 of 7 closely Tits my above conjecture. 1t is here
that Margusrite Finney. wWifts of 2 Tormer Filley House

]

n

resident describes the attachment of the kitchean toc 53 =1in
removed addition where domestic help lived.

Wz alsoc know this homsstead wWas a working Tarm and
provided for the Misslionaries oFf LaSalstte's welf
suffticiency. Thie would be a convenient addition %o the
House,; o eBtore harvests needed to prepare fTood to feed &
large group. Further, according %o Marguerite Finney,
residents prior to the LaSalettes also made use oT this

addition.

“PAGE 13
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SUMMARY =

The spring and summer of 1999 archasological study
broughtout sewveral new developments not sean before. PHASE I
uncowered the Tront brownstone wall, the possible remding pf
a septle system and some evidernce of a Fgcent landscaping
episoda. PHASE 11 revealsd the flatstonos that may have been
the remains of the long addition's floor. Finally, the
Tlatstone by the bricked in nerthwest dobreay revealed in
FHASE 111 is compelling evidence connecting the long =addition
to the kitchen and resnforces the oral report we have from a
Finney descendsnt.

Finallv, I feel the most intereszting study would bz the
gastside of the minor wing where the cellar was never dug
out:. A study in thisz area may tell us about thes original use
for this section of the minor wing. But a word of ceution for
anvone digs in thisg area. It should be done when the Tloor
boards are removed during renovation. This will allow sasier
digging and a higher guality of data recoverv.

In conclusion, I hope that this report will be of hels
to any further archaeclogical studies. It has been my
pleasure to assist the Historical Society and I am willing to

offer further assistance in the future.

P
PABE 14
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FPHOTO 15— FORMER LONG ADDI770n (MARKED 4 )
AND 175 CONNECTZeN IV NoRTHWiEST
CORNER 70 K/7TCHEN (MARKED B)
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